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KHRUSHCHEV AND STALIN:; LEADERS OF M™E CULT OF PERSONALITY

In his opening address tc the 2lst Soviet Party Congress
in Moscow on 27 January 1959, I'rerder Nikita 8. Knrushchev
mentioned only once the man who hid ruled the USSR with abso-
lute power for over 20 years. He pralsed the industriallza-
tion of the Soviet Union and “le ollectivization of her
agriculture by “our people uniicr “he leadership of the Party
and its Central Committee, which vas headed for many years
by 4. V. 3talin.”™ The late ruler was not mentioned agaln
in the address.

This passing reference to tho man whose memory dominated
the proceedings of the 20th Pur-ty Congrass in February 1956
raises the question of how fer in fzct the late dictator's
policies have been abandoned., Du-ing the six years since
8talin's death there have been: froguent clalms that the USSR
18 evolying intc a more "libernl™ or "rational™ system.
Khrushchev's denunciation of some of Stalin's methods and
actions three years ago was hoalded as the beginning of a
new era of moderation and evolution toward political democracy
and individusl freedom. But n study of the Soviet system
snd the striking similarities In the rise to power and the
exercise of that power by both St2lin and Khrushchev augges?t
that this view is unrealistic.

The view that the Soviet -egime 18 undergeling a funda-
mental change which will modernte the harshness of 1ts totall-
tarian rule both in its relations with 1ta own people and
with the cutside world rests o ecartain changes which are
claimed to have taken place in th: period since 8talin's
death. Those who hold this visw argue that these changes
flow from the fact that Khrush:hes has in fact abjured the
aims and methods of his predecessor. Stalin's rule exempli-
fled, perhaps more than any other krown to history, the exer-
cise of absolute power by one man. He succeeded in making
himself supreme dictator and 11 maintaining his position by
the ruthless elimination of all rivels, by the suppression
of real or potentiel opposition groups through widespresad
purges, and by the glorification »>f himsel! as the indlspens-
able leader.

Ihrushchev promised at th2 end of his Secret Speech at the
20th Party Congress that the aocusas of the Stalin period woull
never be repeated. However, an examination of Khrushchev's
career since Stalin's death shows how little this assurance 1s
worth.

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100370004-4




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100370004-4

Wnen Stalin died in Marcen 17353, his political heirs,
the 1ittle group of men who for yexrs had been closely asso-
clated with him in the imner circle of the Kremlin, proclaimed
a "eollective leadership."” Malenkrv wes named Premier and
head of the Party Central Comaittee Presidium., Beria, Molotow,
Bulgsnin and Kagenovich becawnz Czpity Premiers and Presidium
members, Berla was nsmed Intz2rmal Affiirs Minister, combin-
ing the former ministries of Interrel Iffairs and State Secu-
rity; Molotov, Foreign Minlat:r; ard Bulganin, War Minister,
Marshal Zhukov became Pirst Daputy Einister. Khrushchev was
transferred from the post of 3ecretary of the Moscow Commit-
tee to the Central Committee 3eccretarist, which Malenkov
headed as First Becretary. Taie Presidium, reduced to 10,
consisted of Malenkov, Beria, Meclotov, Voroshilov, Bulganin,
Kpganovich, Mikoyen, Saburcv, Pesrwvikhir and Khrushchev,

Of this raling group a triuavirate, Malenkov, Molotov
and Berla, emerged as the moat powerful, It was a short-
lived arrangement., Nine days lateyr, orn 20 March 1953,
Malenkov was relieved "at his cwa request" of the post of
Pirst Secretary although he ramained heesd of the Presidium.
Khrushchev was nemed chief of th» F.marn Central Committee
Secretariat,

less than four months later, Lerle was arrested and
handed over to the Supreme {caurt fcr prosecution., Ousted
from his Party snd government pcataa he was eharged with
seeking to seize power as &n Tsgant” ard "hireling" of foreign
imperialists, plotting the rastoration of capltallsm, putting
Internal Ministry affalrs bef re tiose of the Party and the
government, saboteging agricultursl policy gaigniricantly,
Khrushchev was head of the agrerisr program}, and stirring
up nationalistic differences. Having “confessed” to these
charges, he was found gullty ard stot within 24 hours, Sub-
sequently, efforts were made tc 211 dicste his memory; sub-
seribers were instructed to ramove his name and the account
of his career from the Greegl Jovliel Encyclope

Beria's execution wes ollowec by that of six other high
security officiale inciuding tie frrmer Minister of State
Control, V. N. Merkulov, and 3. 1. Goglidze, former secret
police chief in Siberia and tae Pax Bast. On 24 December
1954, ex-3tate Security Minister Abskumov and three aides
were executed as Berla accomplicss, The followlng year,
six men including former Minlsters Rukhadze and Rapava were
executed and two men were sentenced to 1ife imprisonment on
the charge of plotting with 3eria, One member cf the trium-
virate and his following were thus eliminated.
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On 13 September 1953, Khmusichev was eleoted First Secre-
tary of the Centrsl Commlttec fexretariat. Although the job
went now by & new title--Stalin 8¢ been known as Secretary
@eneral-~it offered the same oppo rtunity to gain control of
the Party machinery. Khrushchev reorganized the Secretariat,
replacing the men chosen by J5alin and Malenkov with those
of his own following. Pa Jecretaries and other high of-
fiecials throughout the USSR u:re svept out by the new broom
to be replaced by Khrushchev': man from his former Ukraine
machine or his former Mosmcow mzciire, or from subordinates
previously assocleted with his ajrrrian activities,

With the exceptlon of Beria snd his assoclates in the
Secret Police, the purge was Hloodless, It was nonetheless
effective, By February 1953, Khrubhchev felt strong enough
guccessfully to challenge St:lin's heir-apparent, Malenkov,
Malenkov, confessing to errors 1a pgrieulture (which in fact
only Khrushchev could have male 3siree ke had been pre-eminent
in the field since the lest ye&rs of Stalin's reign), and
to "insufficlent experience 11 1lsctl work.,.and in the direct
guidance of individual branches >f the national economy" was
relieved "at his own request” of the premiership, He was
made Minister of Electric Powsr 3tstions. The second member
of the triumvirate was eclipsad.

A year later when the 22th Party Congress opened in
February 1956 1t was clear that {huushchev was recognized
by the other members of the "ccllective leadership” as "more
equal than the others.” Khrushchev geve all the major ad-
dresses at the Congress, occupled the central position in
the photographs in Fg%gda, and slone of all the ruling group
received "stormy, prolonged :oplaure, transforming itself
into an ovation. All rise.”

If there were any doubts £ to where the real center of
power lay, they were quickly dlspelled, In June 1957 the
final showdown between Khrushchev .nd the other surviving
heirs of Stalints power took plece. At a dramatlic meeting
of the Central Committee, Khrushchev won a deeisive victory
over the opposition--Mclotov, Mslenkov, Kaganovich and
Shepilov, Lsebeled the "anti{-Perty ;rouﬁ,“ they were accused
of present and psst crimes in clarues that were frequently
sontradictory and patently untrue. Malenkov was accused of
opposing the policy of mere sonsumer goods, altho he hed
done just the opposite during his term as Premier {1953-1955).

He was slso charged with fostaring rigidity in cultural affairs.
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At the same time Shepilov woa acrused of encouraging revision-
ism and nihilism smong Sovief writers, He was further charged
with hempering Sovliet-Yugoslns rolestions even though he had
replaced Molotov e» Forelgn Minister because of the latter's
rigid sdherence to Stslin's .:~novhoble forelgn pollcy.

Expelled from the Central Committee and from thelr former
positions of influence, the -nti-Perty group menbers were
assigned to insignificant {o‘%m £.r from the center of power.
Molotov 1g now his country's umbissador to Outer Mongolla;
Kaganovich heads &n asbestos plaat in Soviet Asias; Malenkov
is rurming o power plant in 3iberip; and Shepilov is teaching
school in Moscow,

v_ During the course of theie Tactional struggles, Khrushchev
hed the support of the Party mscaine, thenks to his control
of the secretariat, and of th: amy, represented by Marshal
Zhukov, Defense Minister, Zirikov, professions]l soldler, the
hero of Berlin and the silege of Lerningrad, had risen to polite
ical power almost ua swirtg: 18 Xhrushchev himself, After
Stalin's desth in 1953 he had becsn named First Deputy Hiniater
{one of three) in an effort %5 iaclude in the "collective
leadership” at leest one member +shc enjoyed gemuine popular
rt. Following Berla's equlsion ond arrvest, he was
elected to £111 the empty meat on the Central Committee.
After Malenkov was dovmgraded, Zhukev vas named Defense Minis-
ter, the Armmy's chief administrstor ané pollitical represente-
tive, He became = candldate nember of the Party's highest
organ, the Central Committee Presicium, after the ZOth Farty
Congress and won full membersalp in the June shake-up, the
first gemuine professional soldiar ever to do so.

The army's increasing politic:.l steture was shown by the
important, and in some cases lecisive, role in the crises
which followed Stalin's death. 3inee the exsct detslls of
Beria's elimination are not known, the role of the army is
not clear. However, 1t is Mnowr thet srmy units were moved
into Moscow from outside military <districts et the time of
ris arrest. Marshal Zhukov i3 stated by some reports person-
ally to have had a part in deizing him,

The army leaders took § direct part in Malenkov's fall
from power, casting their votes agninst him at the Jamuary
1955 Plenum of the Central Committee. The appointment of
Marshal Zrhukov as Defense Mintister immedistely theresfter
suggests the importance of army support. In the crisis of
June 1957, Zhukov supported Xnrushchev in transferring actlon
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from the Presidium, where the o} position was strong, to the
Central Committee where Khrushciev's support lay. Further-
more, Zhukov supported Khrushchev in the Central Committee
mesting and in subsequent public statements, pledging army
support to the Party lesdership, i.e, Khrushchev,

¥While Zhukov's support had been welcome to Khrushchev

- certain differences now begsan tc develop between the two.

In particuler, Zhukov displgyed an embmrrassing zeal in un-
covering the crimes of the $taiin purges and demanding that
those responsible be brought tu triel. In July, while
Khrushchev and Bulganin werg treveiing in Czechoslovakia,
dhakov made a speech in Leningrz4d in which he called for a
thorough investigation of the irjustieces done under Stalin.
This probsbly was intended 23 a blow at Melotov and Kaganovich
but 1t involved Khrushchev also. 4is political head of the
Ukraine and later as secretary of the FParty organization in
Moscow, he had been deeply involved in the purges.

Znukov slone of the Soviet leaders enjoyed considerable
popularity among the Soviet pacple. Since the secret police
had been downgraded, he comngaanded the ¢only power group which
sould challenge the Party machine upon which Khrushchev de-
pended for support., This combination ¢f eircumstences spelled

18 to Zhukov's career, A Tew lwurs after his return from
& trip to Yugoslavia and Albanie in October 1957, he was
abruptly dlsmissed as Defense Minister, Subsaqmntlg he
was accused of abetting his oan 'cult ¢f personality" and
of seeking to undermine the Party leadership and control
over the ammed forces., He was dismissed from the Party Pre-
sidium and the Central Committee into sn ignominious retire-
ment. Not completely forgottsn, however, he was assalled

- at & Ukraeinian Corpmunist Party congress on 20 January 1959

a8 & "revisionist,” one of th: most serious charges that can
be made against s Communist Party member.

With the deperture of Zhikov ind his replacement by the
gelitically colorless Malinovsky, Kbruehchev eliminated his
ast serious rival for the position of supreme leader. The
linkting of Bulganin with the ’"ensi-Party group” in November
1958 and his subsequent humiilstior dispelled the last shred
of illusion that g "collectivs l2acersbip” existed, although
Bulganin, since Khrushchev's ~ssumptiorn of the position of
Premier in March 1958, obviously hed been without any real
power.

\n
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Today XKhrushchev stands alcne, where 3talin stood, at
the summnit of the power pyrsrid, the sole ruler of the USSR.

There is 2 striking sigilarity between Khrushohev's
rise to power and that of Stalir. Stalin, too, found hinm-
self one of = gm of co-wQrikers and Leirs when Lenin died
in Jamuary 1924, Then, too, 3 "collective leadership” of
Politbureau members was proclaimed. Stalin held the post
of General Secretary of the Central Committee. Theoretically,
his function was to coordingts the work of the various Party
brenches end to serve as a link bdetween the Politbureau and
the Central Contrecl Commissicon, the supreme court of sppesl
for those accused of offenses sgainet the Party. In fact,
he made himself the boss of the Party machine and the chief
eontuctor of  the purges.

Taking full advantage o the fears and jealousies of
his associates, Stalin began a3 garies of political moneuvers
aimed at the elimination of :11 rivels for the role of supreme
leader. With the s rt of twe other members of the Polit-
burean, Zinoviev hapenev, ftalln moved first against
Trotsky, the most brilliant 21d the most likely successaor
smong Lenin's heirs. Trotsks was forced to resign as Com-
missar of War In 1925 and the following year was expelled
from the Politbureau. In 1227 he was expelled frem the
Party and exiled, first to Jlserin and later to the Turkish
island of Prinkipc.

With Trotsky out of the gy, italin turned against his
former allles, Zinoviev and {eminev, expelled from the Party
for refusing to accept Stalin's "scelalism in one countyy"
theory, followed Trotsky into exile in Sideria. To asecom-

- plish this, Stalin had sllilad hiaself with Rykov, Fremier
of the Soviet OQovernment; Buiierin, heed of the Communist
International; and Tomeky, trade wion leader, In 1929
they, too, learned the dsnger ¢of urderestimating the General
Becretary. All three were dupcsad, removed from the Polit-
buresu and expelled fram the 2griy. Stalin's ascendancy
weas coxplete,

To date, Stalin had been coatent with demoting or ex-
iling his defeated ntg. Bit the dynamics of dictator-
ship, exemplified by General e Vlayvaez who hed no enemies
to forglve when he was dying bec wge he had had them all
shot, drove the dictator to fuel that nore stringent measures
must be taken to suppress hirs opponants. On the pretext of
avenging the murder of Kirov :n  eningrad on 1 December 1934
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(a erime which Stalin himself .iranged, acecording to Khrush-

chev), thousands of Party me¢sbe:s, including every member

of Lenin's Politbureau except 3talin and Trotsky, were tried

and executed., Other ten: of thcuslande of suspects were im-
isoned or deported to Siberia., In an effort to shoot gll

his enemles, Stalin attackeé every group which appeared capa-

ble of cpposition, concentrgting with particular ferccity

on the army which lost Marskrl Tukhachevsky and a group of

the highest generals as well as an estimated 5,000 officers

from the lower ranks,

Advocates of the "libersl” view point out that, with
the exception of Berlas and kis followers, Khrushchev's oppo-
nents are still alive. Howgver, Jtalin's blood purges began
only in the mid-thirtiea. It wzs 1936 before he dared to
have hlas arch enemy Trotsky condemmed to death and 1940 be-
fore Trotsky was nssassinated. At the comperasble gtage in
hie ¢limd to power, Stalin, too, beheved "1liberally" to his
rivals, only exiling them tc 3iterin,

It is, however, not only ir the eircumstances of his
¢limd to power that Ehrushchev kas shoyn himself to be
Stalin's heir and worthy sugeessor. KEhrushchev in his speech
to the 20th Party Congress azcribed all the horrors of Stalin's
reign of terror to the cult of kls own persopality which the
dictator had fostered. Khryshchev promised "to condemn and
eradicate the cult of the individusl...and to fight inexora-
bly all attempte at bringing beci this practice...." Current
devslopments in the USSR suggest thet Ehrushehev 18 now en-
gaged in bullding wp sround himsgelf exectly the same cult
»f the infallible and omnipatent leader.

As sarly as the 20th Party Congress in 1956 there were
indications that puch a culf «as being established, By
December 1958, when the Sovist Farty Central Committee met
in plenary seasion, the glorification of Khrushchev was well
advanced. Spesker after spaater preised him in the most
fulsose terms. His wisdom and_knpy}eége were halled in
speeches that thenked him far teach the nation how to
grew corn, to raise duceks and tc breed sheep. One speaker
declaered that the;eutﬁtandlgf event in the 1ife of the
people was the September 19,% Central Committee Plenum's
acoceptance of Khrushchev's agricultural policies, To his
industry, will pover, patienc: and decisiveness was attrib-
uted the defesat of the "anti-arty" zrewp in the struggle in
which he was credited with "routing cut their anti~Par
intrigues.”
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Khrushehev dominated the procredings. NHe gave the
opening and closing addresses ind interrupted practically
every aspeeker to make commen: aad corrections. In fact
some of the speeches appeared toc be prepared dlalogues
arranged in order to show off rli pgrieultural expertise.
The meeting was clearly plam:é 5o project the image of
Ehrushchev as the supreme lealer, poasessed of extraordinary
wis@gm and power paternally alding and protecting his
people,

On 27 December 1958 the :ult edvanced another atage
when Khrushchev wes halled as & theoretician in the tradi-
tion of Marx and lenin. Polyanaygy, Premier of the Russian
Socislist Federated Soviet Republiic, in a speech declared
that Khrushchev hed, £8 no onc else had, "the clear fore-
sight to work out new aspects of the theory and practice of
Communict bullding.” Mo othe- living Soviet leader since
Stalin has been acclaimed in imller temrms,

The 2lst Party Congress :hi:h opened in January 1959
showed Stalin's mentle furthe - algpted for use by the present
ruler, Ehrushchey wae pralscd e:travagantly for all the
sccomplishments--scientific, industrial, and agricultural--
of the USER. His seven-yesar pla: vas scclaimed as a mester-
plece both for the UBER and the hole Communist world. His
status as a theoretician "leadin; the country along the
Leninist path” was re-affirmed. The "aati-?art,y" group was
attacked again. Castigated .3 "mallicilous" and "treacherous,”
it provided a symbeol of the futility and danger of opposing
Ehrushehev. Its defeat, accoxdlg to 3Suslov, Soviet theo-
reticlan, restored "the Lenini st principles of leadership."
The famillar Stalinist trick of ewriting history so as to
put the blame for fallures of the preginme ypon 1ts defeated
opponents was revived when tlic "unti-Party” group was accused
of cmusing the problems thet liiniered the development of
electric power,

It 18 in the satellites, hoever, where the persistence
of the Staliniat system of terro gnd naked force may be
seen most clearly., The death of Stalin was followed in the
satellites by a wave of unrert and striving for freedom
from the rigld system of Mot ow comtrol. The pendulum of
Soviet policy swung briefly wuowad a peried of relaxstion
ef pelitical pressure, But tie .esulting demands for
greater freedom resulted in & re:wmgoaition of the harsh
Stalinist rule in the spring «f 987,
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In &m?az:v Khrushchev's deteiminstion to tolerate no
deviations from the Policy o suriat adherence to the Moscow
line can be seen at its mos: ruchless. The traeglc and
heroic revolt of Bungarian sork.rs in Qatober-November 1956
was Byppressed by Russian tanks aed guns. In June 1958
offlclal snnouncement was m«is -hat former Premier Imre Nagy,
General Pal Maleter and two vthur leadsrs of the uprising
had been executed., The circiumscesoes of their liquidation--
the secret trial, the manufictw.ed charges, the delayed
announcement ("The gentencet are finel. The death sentences
have heen exacuted"?»w&m H: wmiastekable eche of Stalin's
brutel methods,

Khrushchev's adherence to Stalin's methods and sims is
visible alsc in the other satellites. Poland, which had won
& greater degree of internsl freedom than sny other satellite,
now shows the prevailing trend toward reaction, Workers'
sounclls, initlally expected to assume some respongibility
in fgotory managsment, have .ow been transformed into "son-
ferences of workers' self-goversment" in whieh the Party
has the vetc over proposals wade Iy the workers' representa-
tives, At the Trade Union Gongress in April 1958, Pipst
Secretary Gomulks declared toat strikes were virtually 11.-
legal and re-affirmed the subservience of trade unions to
the ruling Party. Preedom o expre88icn proved alse to be
& tﬁax’m g&in, Preas censorship has been tightened, new
restrictions have been anncunced fer publishers, and many
writers who supported the Caocaber Lphesval have been dismissed.

In Czechoslovekia 100,05 "oolitleally unreliable"
mman have been dlsmiseed from the governammnt, nationalized
: tries, and other agencles 1. ¢ mass ‘ge. Throughout
- satellite empire the retu= ce the hard Stalinist iine
may be seen and with i1t the abandonment of hope that a more
;&mlmﬁ“ system might evolwve: af ser the death of the old

ctator,

In his conduct of satellite sffairs, in his encourage-
ment of the burgeoning cult of ais own personality, and in
Riz ruthless dispossal of rivil c.aiaants to supreme power,
Xhrushchev has proved himself a di¢Lator firmly dedicated
to carrying on the sbsolutisy anc rapressive measures of
his late mester, Stalin.
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